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‘NEW SERIES. 


Vol. VIII. Cincinnati, Ohio, April 1, 1840. NOs 4. 


SECTS AMONG THE CHRISTIANS. - 
Sir:—There has been so much Said to so little purpose on — Bs. 
the subject of ‘‘Christians among the Sects,” that I have been or 
compelled to suspect the propriety of the speculation alto- ” 
ether. May not those who have deemed the subject deserv- 
ing of such lengthened discussion be in an error in regard to 
its importance? May they not have commenced this specu- 
~. lation with the wrong end of their proposition towards 
_ them? I presume not tosay they have, but 1 am for -myself 
inclined to think so. Pau! in one of his sacred Epistles, said 
ae to his brethren the Christians, ‘*There must needs be sects 
‘among you.” But that ‘‘You must needs beamong the sects,” 
- 8 @ proposition the very inverse of Paul’s. The Bible pro- 
2 samp is mournfully obvious. The apostolical prophecy has 
seen greatly fulfilled, but to demonstrate the inverse of it is, 
we perceive, a herculean task. 
However, I mean not to be tedious; I think with our judi- 
cious and shrewd brother Dr. Winans, that when men are in 
the field, boys ought to be modest. Yetas I have fallen upon 
the word sect, I will say just this much on it, namely: : 
_ Ist. It is the same word in the Greek language which in 
other passages is translated heresy. Of course a sect is a 
heresy, anda heresy is asect. Accordingly we have’ ‘the 
heresy of the Saducees,”? Acts xv. 17; and ‘‘the heresy of the 
Pharisees,’’ Acts xv. 5; and ‘‘the heresy of the Nazarenes,” 
Acts xxvi. 5; and ‘‘the heresy every where spoken against,” 
Christianity; Acts xxviii. 22.- In this use of the word, there- 
fore, it signifies a confirmed party as existing distinct in its 
_ doctrine and communion from some other party or parties. In 
this sense it has no immediate respect to the mind as regards 
love and hatred. And in this sense of it there are sects or 
heresies among the Christians. | 
~~ As to the use of the word in its plural form it occurs first — 
in 1 Cor. xi. 19, ‘‘There must be a'so heresies among you as 
_ confirmed sects’”—a prophecy which has been lamentably ful- 
. filled. Again: it is found in Gal. v. 26, ‘‘The works of the 
flesh are wrath, strife, heresies,’ &c., that is, partyism which 
too frequently qoenkeUoee pride, jealousy, and wounded or 
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unlawful ambition, is a work of the flesh. Lastly, this word 
in its plural form is employed of teachers who give birth to 
heresies—thus ‘‘who shall privily bring in damnable heresies.” 
Finally ‘we have the word heretic used by our good apostle, 
‘‘Him that is a heretic after the first and second admonition < 
reject.” We may now ask the question, **Who is aheretic?”® 
In answer I add that according to the scripture use of the 
term, bothin its singular and plural forms; he is a heretic who 
would establish or confirm the disciples of Christ or any por- 
tion of them, in any thing that is unscriptural so as to violate 

or mar the integrity of the body of Christ. The apostelic pre- 
cept is to reject such a person after the first and second admo- 
Ll write\this piece for the Evangelist, and if the editor sees 
any thought in it worthy of his readers’ attention, he is at 
liberty to publish it; but, sir, it is written without the slight- 
est relation to your periodical as respects heresy; for although 
I have been a reader from the beginning, my memory does 
not serve me with the recollection of even one thought bor- 
dering on this sin. Nor has speculation ever distinguished 
the history of the Evangelist. The free discussion maintained _ 
upon a point so perlectly harmless as that of “Our name” is 
not heresy. It were farcical to say so; and feverish indeed — 
must the feelings of that people and that person be; whose. 
morbid sensitiveness can ever imagine this. The pespt€ of — 
God have an express command ‘“‘to try all things,” and I am 
compclled to believe that this command was delivered by the 
Holy Spirit in full view of the fact that the people of God were 
able and strong enough to bear-and obey so noble an injunction: 
but the sects of the day dare not; no, Sir, they dare not in- 
dulge in free inquiry into primitive and New Testament _ 
Christianity; and therefore they are to all intents'and purposes, 
confirmed heresies; and if ever we sink into their imbecile 
state, we too, Sir, shall be another confirmed heresy. I 
should be sorry to insinuate heresy rashly of the least in the 
kingdom of heaven; much more would | hesitate to insinuate 
it of sueh of you as have eminently advanced the cause of 
reformation; but I am not satisfied of what has been said in 
raise of certain cognominations. I have most sincerely, and 
f think, most impartially examined every sentence written 
upon the subject of “Our Name,” and without attaching any 
blame to the greatest or the least of those who differ from me, 
I have at every reading arisen with an increased conviction 
that our name is Christian and of right ought to be. There is 
‘nota being upon earth that could conscientiously assert that» 
there is in the word Christian, considered in itself, the slight-  — 
est tincture of the dye of heresy; but the unscriptural use of 
any term; brother, servant, disciple, &c., is an approach to 
heresy, never however, inculpating the intentions of any dne 
engaged in this inquiry. I. go with our exceedingly moderate 
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. brother Burnet, for the use of all these words; and with the 
- Evangelist. for Christian as our name; and if heresy should 
seek to hide itself by transfering its own name to the inves- 
tigation whichis necessary to establish this as a scriptural fact, 
the good sense of the brethren will, I am sure, be able to per- 
--.» Weare now permitted toindulge a more enlightened hope — 
than formerly in regard tothe unity of the body of Christ. — 
The gospel is termed ‘the rod” of the Messiah’s strength. 
Sce Psalm 110th, and some of our reformers have observed, 
as Moses’ rod, in the presence of Pharaoh King of Egypt, 
s swallowed up the rods of the Magicians, so will the rod of — 
Christ swallow up the rods of thetedos, or in other words 
the party having the truth on its side will devour or consume 
all other parties. The body of Christ can be unitede We 
now see that it can; and if we will not force matters, if we 
will not resist the current of gradual improvement that is now ee 
floating us along, nor violently seek to enter the desired 
haven before we are prepared to enter it, the clurch will be 
made one, and all] the world shall see it. You have made a 
long pull, and a strong pull; let it be asuccessful one then by 
- pulling all together, and by pulling in love one towards ano- 
ther. Our feelings towards each other, however, are not, I 
ea perceive, always of the most dignified cast, but occasionally 
- . sordid and unbecoming. This, however, I attribute to the 
fact that there are sects among the Christians. | re 
But he’s an heir of heaven who finds 
- There has been baptized in Harrison a considerable number | 
of converts within a few months past, and the church has 
again emerged from her unhappy and.embarrassing circum- 


“a 


stances with renewed health and beauty. O. R. 


DISCIPLINE, 

. Weare now come to the third part of our subject, namely: _ 

the means appointed for the recovery ofan offended oroffend- | 

ing brother, The firat link in the chain of means in question 
is a private personal interview between the parties. This is 
on no account to be overlooked or neglected; for here all diffi- 
bu ..«.—s_ @ulties may end; and farther disclosure of the affair be rendered 
unnecessary by a pleasing and brotherly settlement. But we 
~ Wave already spoken s0 distinctly on the necessity of this pri- 
vate meeting and of the end to be accomplished by it asto 
render farther parley of the matter unnecessary. | 


The second link is described in Scripture thus:—** But if he 
_ will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
_ the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab- 
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taken when either party has ascertained that the other will 


not hear him on the cause of offence. © It of course behooves. 


the party well to consider whether he has during the private 
interview, carried himself in such a manner as that his own 
conscience does not reprove him. He ought to be well-assured 
_ that his whole conduct and temper and speech were such 
during the first meeting as to warrant him in seeking for a 
second. To be wrong in these things is to be wrong altogether. 
Tt has been made a question in what capacity are these two 
rsons to be present during the second interview? Are they 
admitted as judges, or in the character of witnesses? They 
- May doubtless without any violence done to christian precept, 

aid asmuch asin their power liesthe adjustment of the difficul- _ 

ties between the parties; but it is certain from the text that 
they are spoken of as witnesses and not as judges in the case, 
‘that in the mouth of twoor three witnesses every word may 

be established.”? But again it is asked, **What are they to — 
- witness!” They are, I apprehend, to witness the sincerity 
and propriety of your endeavors to recover your brother by 
settling your offence with him in an amiable and Christian 

‘manner. You must enable them by your behaviour to say to — 
the church if it be necessary, that you have left nothing un- 
- done according to the law of Christ, for the settlement of the 
offence and the recovery of your brother. Itis written, how- 
ever, that ‘*blessed’are the peacemakers.” If, therefore, these 
individuals can eucceessfully negotiate the affair between you 
and your brother so much the better. The thing is ended. 
And I cannot doubtthat if the persons selected be of the 
proper stamp; if they be judicious men, they will make every 
effort to heal the wound on the spot; and so render it unne- 
cessary !0 carry the offence before the assembly, which is to be 
done only in the last resort. .Redress the injury but save your 

brother. ‘‘Forthe Son of man came to save that which is lost.” . 
‘We have haa to witness.such distress in our assemblies of 
late, that we are compelled to believe that the present time 
is one of more than ordinary religious affliction in many places. 
it seems in many instances, that vengeance and the baser 
passions of pride and jealousy, ingratitude and malice lave 
_ usurped the place of brotherly love, humility, mutual esteem, 

gratitude and affection, and left hundreds in possession of but — 
anempty profession. Asa-party of professors we have run a 
short and a distinguished race; but oh, what spots have ap- 
eared in that short space! and how rapidly they multiply! 
There is no redemption for us but in the laws of our Re- 

deemer; by a uniform and vigorous application of these laws. 
to offenders our assemblies may finally be purified and edified; 
but if these be not attended to, it is certain that many churches 
must perish on the spot on which they were created; like the 


_ candle in the socket they must go out where they have been = | 


lished.?? Matt. xviii. This second step, then, is to be 
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 Jighted; and that too with stenchand smoke. We, therefore, in the 
words of the holy apostle, pray our readers to build up themselves 
on oor most holy faith praying in the Holy Spirit; keep your- 
selves In the love of God looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
- Qhrist unto eternal life. The present, I repeat it, seems to be a 
time of unexampled apostacy from the true path. The professors 
of the trae gospel are in thousands of instances shockingly at — 
fault. The beautiful simplicity, innocence, and holiness which 
‘we attach to the primitive profession of the gospel seem to be 
displaced. by fickleness, pleasure, and the love of the world. 
Profession rather than repentance, and a name among us rather 
than improvement of character distinguishes this early period of 
_ our history; and if our infancy be thas stained by such blemishes 
- what are we to expect from our manhood if we be Pages ot to | 
attain it? We will hope for the best. We will hold up perfec- sii 
tion in all Christian matters, and demand the most though we — 
should receive nothing. Yes, we will not fail to remind the 
brethren that they fail short of perfection at the peril of their own 
souls. .**This is the will of God even your perfection.”” Let us 
then, beloved lay aside all malice, and guile; and evil speaking, and 
hypocrisy, and as new born babes, desire the unadulterated milk | 
~ of the word; that we may grow thereby: Let us practice the 
most unaffected simplicity and innocence of manners, and be— 
= gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of good works; without par- 
_ tiality, without hypocrisy; and the God of grace and peace will © 
be with us. Tohimbe the glory forever. Amen. Senex. 


. PERFECTION. | 
We have glanced at the doctrine of perfection as peculiar fo 
Christianity, Idolatry, Mahometanism, and even the law of Moses 
émitting it; we have also taken the difference between it and the 
work of Christ and that of the Apostles, namely: Redemption 
and Conversion; and we have lastly touched upon its import in 
relation to the Christian as a creature of knowledge, duty, happi- 
ness and conscience. But it may be viewed in another relation 
also. ‘The church has been secularized, the sanctuary has been 
defiled. Men have filled her with creeds and confessions; with 
false ft en with human names or nicknames; with ecclesias- 
tical institutions that are not of God; and finally with earth! 
character. In the great contest then which is now being cares 
on between the powers of light and the powers of darkness, js 
not trath to triumph over error by taking the place of itt The 
_ Book of God then must be substituted for the creeds and books of 
‘mens; the true gospel for false ones. The name Christian for all 
nicknames; the apostolic order for that of meh; and the perfection 
character w efiles and distinguishes the present and moderh 
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._ At the restoration of thetrue. gospel we were so smitten with its a 


‘powers, and point, and glory, that for some time we failed to per-. 


‘ceive the difference between it and the perfection of character 


enjoined subsequently upon the converts. The fatal lapses and 


relapses on the part.of many of the brethren, however, «and the 
miserable conduct:of some who laid hold of it and plead for it, 
alike operated to usscale oureyes to the truth in the case, namely: 
that conversion and perfection were matters of very distinct con- 
sideration. Yes, the intellect that is necessary to perceive the 
trath of the gospel, and that visanime or vigor of soul that is in- 
dispensable to the formation of one’s own character, are two 
matters as distinct as heaven and earth. Of this our own: refor- 
mation affords the most affecting and deplorable illustrations. 
Since ’32 when. we first dropt a few pieces on Christian character, 
our attention has been unceasingly turned to this subject. . We 


: have reasoned, reflected, enquired, read, written, spoken and 


does not excel our duty, that our happiness be in the ratio only of 
- both, and that all of them he duly exercised for the attainment of 


‘somewhat into the matter. 


fayed inrelation'to it till we either do see, or think we see, 


» Having now seen that perfection i a scripture doctrine; that it 
differs from other scripture doctrines; and also that it is a matter 


to be attended to by ‘ourselves, we purpose subsequently to 


monstrate to our readers that within themselves then they have 


all ‘the powers, principles, and faculties which are necessary to 
- the attainment of perfection, that is, we purpose to show them all 
the elements requisite to the perfection of the human character | 
are found in the human constitution; that is; man is formed for 
: emerge and needs nothing to exalt him to this, butthe good and 


oly guidance of the scriptures, and the knowledge of God and 
of.car Lord Jesus Christ, ...2 °° 

We have already in a former paper stated that man is a creature 
of knowledge, duty, happiness, and conscience; now these being 
the principles of: his constitution, are of course the elements of his 
perfection; knowledge implies the intelleet necessary to discern 
the things that make for perfection; duty implies the moral facul- 
ties and freedom requisite to choose the things that make for per- | 
fection; and the love of happiness implies the love of those things | 
that make for happiness. and by consequence for perfection. Thus 


‘the philosophy delivered by out Lord Jesus Christ in a single 


verse of holy Scripture, is the true philosophy of human nature. 
“Seeing that you know those things, happy are you, if you do 
them.” John&c. To be able to discern the right, the good, the 
excellent, the admirable, to have the power of choosing it, and 


the love of choosing it, constitutes the philosophy of human na- 
tore, . As ‘for conscience itis a mere régulator to this piece or 


exquisite mental machinery—-a purely conservative influence to 
maintain the balance. of power, and to see that our knowledge 


that perfection of character which is the obvious destiny of all our 
faculties, the understanding, the will, and the affections. 


How admirable the powers of perceiving, loving and choosing 
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y the excellent! - What distinguishing and efficient elements of im- 


provement! With the aid afforded us by the christian. religion 
what could. we desire beside then? -Nothing. ‘Total depravity, 
which is the opposite of this philosuphy, and denies to man the 


faculty of either discerning, loving or choosing the good, has 


ruined the morals of Christians. ‘It has tied down, with chains 
of inconquerable conversion, the whole Protestant world, to the 
polluting idea that men must necessarily love and choose evil. 

he victims of this miserable philosophy have accordingly dese- 
erated themselves by all mal-practices.. Leta man once believe 
that he has not within his own constitution the principles of an 


endless improvement; let him embrace the false philosophy that. 


_ he is not possessed of the faculties necessary to discern, love and 
- choose the good, the honorable, the.excellent, the admirable, but 
js totally depraved; and then he has taken into his bosom a ser- 


nt, which, when warmed into life, will pling him to death; he 
all others is repugnant to 
truth and hostile to the improvement and perfection of his own 


_ has embraced a maxim which morethan al 
natare. 


Scorr. 


EXPLANATIONS AND CORRECTIONS... 


oe ‘There is nothing that our ecoul more ardently pants after in 


dife or in religion, than a oneness of spirit with those who are 
of the truth and those who are ‘‘fellow-helpers of the truth.” 
We find, from experience, however, that we can promise our- 
Selves the enjoyment of this great good only by -being under- 
stood by our brethren and by our. understanding of them. We 


must, in short, mutually understand each other: These obser-— 


vations we pen in reference to the foliowing explanations and 


~» ~  .eorrections dictated and submitted in the best of feelings. 


-* In‘our November No. for 1839, we freely and with unsus- 


pecting frankness gave it as our judgment that ‘a°plurality of 


periodicais’”’ was indispensable to this profession; and we here 
once more vouch for the correctness of the sentiment. Now 
_ it-has pleased certain to take both the words and the senti- 


and to place them under the eaption of ‘ Heretical 


Periodicals,” and then and in this suspicious position to make 


their own comments upon them. To say that we deem this 


- unkind is the very least we can:say of the matter, had it. been 
done even under any circumstances. But when it is eonsi- 


dered that we had all.mutually pledged ourselvesto peace, we 


confess ourselves unaole to see its congruity, or that it makes 


for any thing, and making for but a violation of that unity of 
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spirit which ought:to distinguish us. Againyit. matters not 
how, or by what words or management a writer associates in 


_ the public mind, or in the minds of my brethren; my person, 


periodical, words, or sentiments’ with heresy, if there be noth-— 
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ing in them of the nature of heresy, he is intentionally or | 
unintentionally guilty, in my humble judgment, of a breach of 
the ninth ¢ommandment, ‘‘ Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy sae mse ih We, however, lay in no charge of 


rather 


this nature in the present instance, but deem it an oversight 


In the same piece, “Heretical Periodicals,” there occurs the 


following sentence: ‘There has been, with perhaps a single 


exception, an almost perfect harmony, not only in the efforts 


of all the brethren who plead the cause of reformation, but in — 


the numerous periodicals that have from time to time risen u 


to assist us in this grandest and noblest of enterprizes.”’ e 
find no fault with this sentence; for we are the farthest on 

earth, we hope, from a disposition to find fault with things — 
which are not faulty in themselves; moreover, thousands and 
tens of thousands of faults have we toshut our eyes upon every 


month; butif the author of the sentence which I have just 


quoted, imagines that our periodical has ‘‘risen up to assist’’ 


him or his periodical, then I beg leave with every possible 


- respect and good feeling towards him, to correct his mistake. 
None ought to know the truth in this case so well as our self; . 


and therefore I here assure him that the Evangelist never 


_ arose to assist him, but to help the Lord, to help the truth; to | 
forward the mission of the Apostles; to publish their doctrine 
in its facts, truths, principles, privileges, and obligations, not 


as they appear to the mind of the author of the above sentence 


rather, but as seen and apprehended by the mind of the editor 
of the Evangelist himself. We take this-opportunity, there- | 
_ fore, to assert the absolute freedom and independence of the 
_ Evangelist in-its origin and in its history; it arose and it has 
been, and continues, and, we trust, will through Christ, con- 
tinue to be, published in order that its editor and itself ma 
together be, as St. Jolin says,. “‘fellow-helpers of the truth.” 
3 John8. We have oureye only upon inspired men;.and yet 
‘we can both see and appreciate the good and great things 
done by uninspired men, who, like ourselves, are co-workers | 
- with the apostles and Christ in the field of Reformation, and | 
who labor to advance the cause of the true Gospel.. To him | 


who can be a brother toa person of such sentiments and live 
in peace on terms of equality and mutual esteem in Christ, 


we gladly stretch forth the olive branch of peace, divine peace; 


and we will; we trust, be the last to violate it. But observe, 


the history of human friendship is this. It is in the providence © 


of God, we perceive. to bring together in the same work men 


who, like Paul.and Barnabas, donotin the first instance under- 
stand each other’s metal, that is, like Paul and Barnabas, they 


love each other without being fairly acquainted with each 
other. Now the best way for such is that they continue to 
love one another until they do become acquainted, and then if 


than an act of bad intention; such at least are our views — 
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they are truly good men they will at last no‘ only Jove, but 
mutually esteem each other;.and so their friendship, their — 
brotherhood, will be consummated, and they shall be the sons 
: ae for love is of God and every one that loveth is born of 
In our November No. we published with feelings of the 
most sacred nature two small notes. It seems that we have - 
been in some respects misunderstood or misinterpreted. The | 
following will explain our views of these notes orteiters. As 
it respects our own, we would observe that no part or portion 
of it was intended then, or is intended now, or at any future 
date, t0 invalidate a single syllable in the December No. therein . 
referred to as respects the truth, verity, and history of the facts, 
documents, and statements therein eontained touching the 
- introduction of the true Gospel at the period therein referred — 
to; but the letter is an expression of my regret for having pub- 
lished the No., and also for the other party’s having previously 
submitted such anunseasonable account of things as to make > 
them necessary. Thisisthe purportofourmote. 
Touching the letter of the other party, we say nothing; we 
published it as a peace-offering; and not as any thing whieh 
we expect any one to oppose tothe account of what we have“ 
felt ourselves in a measure compelled to say upon the affairs 
- of 1827,in our December No. 
~ §- Finally: It is thought by some that we have been grossly 
and cruelly abused in a certain anonymous publication. We 
refuse here to touch with anonymous abuse; ‘but as we have : 
learnt the names of the writer, editor and publisher of said - th 
_ piece, we purpose to show our moderation by our silence, and | 
only suspend brotherly communion with suci till they repent 
of their evil deeds. This does-not refer or apply to any regu- ~ 
lar editor in. this reformation. . Further explanation is unne-. 
. cessary. We pity and will readily forgive such on promise of 
a As Unity of Spirit can.obtain only on principles of faith in 
God, the love of the excellent, self-government, humility and 
mutual “esteem, we pray all -our brethren to cultivate these 
princely graces and virtues, and to encourage us to pursue ~-— 
them also. We have taken long ago our stand upon the 
Scripture, and we feel deeply and appreciate highly the 
liberty, the glorious liberty which is granted to us as one of 
Sons of God. We shall never silently suffer any mortal 
<> «unnecessary to touch with the rights of freedom, indepen- 
dence, privilege, honor and immunity which we enjoy in 
Christ Jesus, and with the Psalmist we would say, ‘‘May our 
right hand forget. her cunning,” if we forget the rights: of 
others. ‘*Behold,*? says the same inspired prophet, ‘show i 
good and how pleasant a thing itis for brethren todwell*to- 
in unity! Itis like the precious ointment ypon the 
ead that ran down upon the beard, eyen Aaron’s beard that 
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went down to the skirts of his garments. As the dew of 
_ Hermon, and as the dew that. descended upon the mountain 
‘of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessing even life 
_ May peace be upon all the Israel of Godard may we mu- 
tually esteem one another. 


» 


PERFECTION. 
: No. VIII. 
_ Unless, therefore, men are thoroaghly convinced that they pos- 
sess in the Constitution of their own nature the powers of improve- 
ment, the elements of perfection, it is next to impossible they 
should ever aftempt either the one or the other. Without these 
tare faculties I grant that. man were little better.than the brutes, 
-and not more responsible than they; bnt I assert also, that with 
| these grand endowments brutes themselves might become men, 
would be equally responsible to God who made them. What 
shall we say if such as having these elements glowing and burn- 
ing in their bosoms, do nevertheless make themselves brutes! 
~ Whe never once think of comparing the moral with the sensual? 
or of taking the difference between the religious and the profane; | 
_ between knowledge and ignorance; justice and injustice; chastity - 
and licentionsness; good and evil; right and wrong; the humane _ 
-and the cruel; the benevolent and the misauthropict They are 
- not followers of our Lord Jesus Christ; they may, as the apostle 
‘gays, have the form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof; 
oe may profess to know God, but in works they deny him. - 
But we must make it very plain to the brethren that in posses- 
sing the faculties requisite to know, love and choose the good; 
they have in themselves the elements of improvement. Could we 
hot discern the good, the beautiful, the excellent, the divine, or 
- did we discover them without the power of choosing tlhiem; or had 
we the power of choosing them withoat the desire or will. to pre- 
fer them; that is, were we not creatures of knowledge, or were we 
_ creatures of knowledge but not of duty, and consequently pos- 
sessed not the moral ability: for choice; or were we creatures of 
_ both knowledge and duty, but not of happiness, that is, could we 


discern good and feel ourselves in possession of the power to ‘ 


choose it without the love of it and the desire of preferring and 
choosing it, then there would be an apolotsy for defective charac- 
ter, and men would be less responsible; they would not be re-— 
sponsible at all. But this is not the case; men are endowed with 

l the powers, faculties and susceptibilities for good which are 
necessary for discerning, preferring and practising it, and therefore 
they are responsible to God and without excuse. Nay, they are 
responsible even to their own conscience which is the vice-gerent 
of God in their souls, his watcher to provide over their other 
powers, to see that good is preferred to evil, virtue to vice, piety 
to profanity.. He that doeth evil is doubly responsible; for he has 
to give an account both to God and his own conscience. He 
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~ hall be also doubly condemned—condemned by his conscience in 


time, and condemned by his God through eternity. 


_ I grant that it were of little,avail to perceive the good, the 
beautiful, the excellent, the divine, were we not gratified with the 


freedom of choice. In sucha case 1 cannot see that knowledge — 


would be of any service tous. Nay, 1t would be a pure specula- | 
tion, a thecry, a:romance, a contemplation, a spiritual vision. 
But we feel ourselves possessed of the freedom of choice; we 
can practice chastity, justice, and benevolence if we choose to do 
so; and if we fear God and prefer these virtues to-their opposite | 
vices of incontinence, dishonesty, and selfishness, we will prac- 

_ Again: while we perceive the superiority of virtue and piety 
over vice and ungedliness, we also enjoy the faculty of discerning 

_ their excellent harmony with our own happinessand that of others, 
So that our love of happiness absolutely prompts us to prefer the 
fooe to the evil, the beautiful tothe deformed, the excellent to the © 
mmoral, the divine to the profane. | eee 
_ Now it is evident that all the grand powers of intelligence, mo- 
rality, and affection, are on the side of the good rather than the 

bad; and that these faculties are bestowed on us that we may 
perceive; and love and choose it; conscience be superadded to 


_ approve the choice. This is asiwple but perfect philosophy, 
and it constitutes the ground work of all improvement and perfec- . 


“tion in man. 


Were we then to inquire, What are the powers of progressive 


improvement, the elements of perfection in man, what other an- 


swer could,be returned than that they are those faculties, intellec- — 


tual and moral, physical and animal, by which he is enabled to 
discern,. love, choose and enjoy the good, the excellent, the ad- 
mirable, the divine. Conscience being greater than any one of 
these powers, and perhaps made up of, and consequently forming 


. the aggregate of themall 
Seeing then that we are made for improvement, and that all our — 


noblest powers are on the side of good, ought we not to aspire to 
and plead for perfection? The man who has not yet discovered 
that he has within himself the elements of self-education, must 
be greatly defective in his views of moral improvement. And 
— yet the doctrine of improvement and perfection in Christ Jesus 
out Lord, is nothing less than self-education, and cannot be ac- 
complished by proxy. The elements of the true gospel are said 
‘to be faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins, the Holy 
Spirit, and eternal life; well then, let the reader remember that 
_ the-principles of perfection are the faculty of perceiving the good, 


the disposition to love it, and the power to choose it, with con-— 
- science suspended to approve the choice; remember also thatall | 


__ these powers are in. yourself, and consequently you have within 


yourself the elements of endless improvement and of a diving  —_— ee 


excellence, Ww. Scort. 


of 
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+ The following most interesting report on the state and conver- 
sion of the Jewsis from a Scotch paper: 


CONVERSION OF THE JEWS IN..PALESTINE, 
At the evening sitting of the General Assembly of Scotland, in 
the Tolbooth Church, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, Nov. 20, Mr. 
_ M’Cheyne, one of the deputation sent by the Church of Scotland, 
to inquire into the state of the Jews in Palestine, made the follow- 
ing speech: © . 
: Mr. M’Cueyne commenced by stating, that he had hoped his 
reverend fathers, Drs. Black and Keith, would have arrived in this 
country lorg before himself and his friend Mr. Bonar. He was 
grieved on coming home to learn that they had been detained by 
_ piekness. It would be obviously improper-to give a full report of 
the mission till they arrived; but when they did, they would be in 
‘@Bitgation to lay before the Church a full statement of all they had 
~ geen and heard. In the mean time, he would lay before them a 
slight sketch of the work they had been engaged in, witha fact or 
two as encouragements to undertake the great and godlike work 
Of seeking for the lost sheep of the hodse of Israe]. The onl 
‘deviation which they had made from the rule laid down for their | 
’ ety by the Committee was, that they did not pass through 


Constantinople positively refused to sign their passports for that 
country, because.they were ecclesiastics, and the Russian Govern- 
ment had determined that no ecclesiastics should pass through 
Poland without. leave obtained from the Emperor at St. Peters- 
‘burg. -They-could not afford to wait for the arrival of this pass- 
‘port, and therefore they_gaveup theidea. Soon after they arrived 
‘in Syria, the deputation was obliged to separate, because Doctor 
Black felt the heat of the climate was too much for his constitu- 
tion; and he and Doctor Keith departed for a colder climate, while 
_ Mr. Bonar and-he proceeded té-visit the cities in the north of 
‘Syria. They had engaged Mr. Calmer, a converted Israelite, to 
‘go with them to these places—to the cities of Tyre and Sidon, and 
to return with them to the continent:of Europe, They did so, 
‘because he was skilled in all the langnages which it was neces- 
_ gary to make use of in conversing with the Jews: and being a Jew. 
himself, they had obtained information in that way which he (Mr. 
‘M’Cheyne) was satisfied they woold not have obtained otherwise. 
They met with many dangers and difficu)ties in their journey 
which were not met with by ordinary travellers. In Egypt the 
plague broke out on the very day of their arrival. When they 
to Gaza they found the plague there... At Jerusalem the 
plague was also raging, and during the ten days cf their stay in| 
that city, five persons, on an average, died daily—these were for 
the most paft Jews, because they are so-poor, and are in such a 
wretched condition, that the plague makes the greatest ravages 
 amongthem. While they were in quarantine at the foot of Mount 
Carmel, the plague broke out in the second tent from them; yet 
in all these dangers they were mercifully preserved; no evil befel 


ussian Poland; the reason was, thatthe Russian Ambassador at . 
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preach to the Jews. The fact is man_cares for his. 


‘soul.. The same fact is true, though not im the same degree 
in Egypt and in Palestine. They dared not preach the gospel 
to the Mahommedans. He believed the attempt wouid be fol- 
iowed by banishment or death; yet in these same countries. 
| they might fully and freely preach the gospeltothe Jews. The 
same fact was true throughout all Syria; and at Constantinople, 
ae. where there were 80,000 Jews, and where a missionary who 
had attempted to preach to the Mahommedans, had been sent 
away by the first vessel that sailed out of the harbor. In 
.. Moldavia and Wallachia, the Greek church was established in 
_|.. + @ most superstitious degree, and the worship of pictures was 
= carried toan offensive extent. If a missionary preached the 
. .. gospel to them he would draw down upon his head the ven- 
-  geance of the Holy Synod and of the Government. They 
were told that if a missionary were sent to the Jews in these 
principalities, and attempted through over zeal to convert a 
single Greek, that act would be fatal to the mission; so that 
the door there also is shut to all but the Jews. They had an 


| - and they distinctly stated that they had been sent by the~ | 
Chureh of Scotland, out of love to. the Jews, and that they 
had come to inquire into the state of that peoples with a view 
to their conversion; so that the Government knew their ob- 
ject perfectly, and yet no man forbade them. They also visi- | 
8 


interview with the Prince who asked their objectin coming, __ 


ay 
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them, nor plague came near their dwellings. He might also : 
mention that, on accoynt of war between Egyptand [urkey, — | 

.the Egyptian army from Syria, in consequence 

, of which the Bedouins and @ther tribes, who live by rapine 

ak and plunder were spread all over the country, and as the 
deputation rode unarmed, they might easily have been made 
their. prey; their servant was once robbed and stripped of 
every thing; yet from this danger also the Lord delivered them; ; 

indeed, throughout their whole journey, they felt that there 
was one going before them to prepare their wayw They found 

kind friends in every country, and they were delivered from 

all the dangers which beset them. He would state a striking 

fact, for the encouragement of the Church in carrying the 

Gospel tothe Jews. It was simply this, that there was at 
this moment peculiar access to them in preaching the gospel. 

| In all the countries they had visited, the only people to whom 3 
a Christian minister could go was the !ost sheep of the house 
of Israel; for instance, they spent more than a week in Leg- 

_-. horn, in Tuscany. Leghorn was a free port, and Tuscany 
was the freest state in Italy, and yet in this free.port and free | 
state, a Protestant minister dare not. preach the gospel to the 
Roman If yougive-a tract or a Bible to | 
x a Roman Catholic he carries it to his priest, who takes it to the ) 
) ~ Magistrates. and you would be immediately banished from the 
tf country, and yet in the same place you mav go freely and 
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ted Austria, the Government of which will allow no missionary 
to.enter their dominions. They had been treated with great 
severity, on suspicion that they were missionaries: their Bibles 
and papers were taken’‘from them, on purpose to discover 
whether they,were missionaries or not. The Government 
_ would not allow a minister even to preach the gospel to the 
Jews. But the encouraging fact was, that the Jews were 
ready to receive them; and though they knew that if they | 
betrayed them they would be sent -out of the country, yet 
they always found thesynagogue asanctuary. He once gave 
. a Bible toa young Jew, who, wrapping it up in his mantle, 
said in his own language, ‘‘No one shall know of it.” The 
deputation then. left Austria, and came into Cracow, where  - 
they found matters very interesting. There are 22,000 Jews se 
in that city, and asingle missionary laboring among them; that 
_ ‘missionary dared not preach the gospel to the Popish popula- | 
tion. Popery was little known in this country, élse it would 
"be little favored. Idolatry was there carried to a hideous 
length, and if he preached the gospel to them, he would be 
stoned to death before he reached his own door. Still that 
‘missionary was engaged day and night in preaching to the — 
Jews. In Prussian Poland even, though Prussia is a Protes- © 
tant Government, and though the King was a contributor to 
missions, and he believed at heart a good man, yet even there 
a Christian missionary dared not preach the gospel to the poor 7 
deluded rationalists; but, by a law of the land, every pulpit =. 
in the country would be opened to a Jewish missionary if ha pn 
preached to the Jews. One missionary told him that he had : 
often preached in a Lutheran church to three or four hundred. ~ 
Jews. Another remarkable fact was, that there were in that 
country seven missionary schools, where the Jewish children 
were trained up in the Christian religion. The Jews in 
Prussia were in a most interesting state; they were so far 
~ enlightened that they had thrown away the Talmud; but they 
had not, like their German brethren, thrown away the Bible 
also. They were half way between Judaism and infidelity, 
and were at present perfectly open to receive the gospel. 
Twelve years ago they would not enter a Protestant place of 
worship. He was firmly persuaded that twelve years hence, 
if no effort was previously made to rescue them, they would 
be sunk in the deepest infidelity. There were 74,000 Jews 
jn the Grand Duchy of Posen alone. He concluded by ex-. 
horting the church to persevere in the attempt tocarry the 
gospel to the Jews, on the ground that if they did so they 
“would not go unrewarded. He believed that the prediction 
of Balaam was still in force—‘*Blessed is he that blesseth — 
thee; and cursed is every one that curseth thee.” They had 
seen the curse which had fallen on unbappy Poland because 
she had cursed Israel; and they would yetsee the blessing fall 
on happy Scotland if she blessed Israel. If they carried the 


{ 


=. 


ae 
. 
; 
¥ 
: 
ty 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 87 


gospel to the Jews all their parishes would be revived and re- 
freshed as KiJsyth had been. The elements of controversy 
that now disfigured the church would be swept away; the 
jarrings and jealousies in the Church Courts would give place — 
‘to the harmony of prayer and praise; and their own hearts 

wou!d become as a well-watered garden which the Lord had 


4 


MEETING HOUSES | 
THE PROPERTY OF EVERY BODY AND BELONGING TO NOBODY. 


There appears in some vicinities a singular phenomenon, viz: 
a meeting house is sometimes claimed by two parties of pro- 
fessors and sometimes by three.. It-issaid that what is every 
body’s business is nobody’s business and so it has turned out 
in regard to such meeting houses. In all conscience it would | 
seem to be the duty, nay the pride of the neighborhood to see 
that the Ifttle sanctuary claimed by all should be made com- 


_ fortable for the reception at least of some; but no, the very — 


reverse of thisis the case. The sentiment of possession and 
reperty is devoutly cherished when right of occupancy is 
the question, and when the preacher comes round, the parties 
‘say, “our meeting house.’? But let the right of repair be the | 
es and then its ruinous and desolate appearance is in- 

eed sufficiently deplored, but how does itend? The Regu- 
lars murmur, ‘‘Jt is not ours.”” The Fullenites murmur, ‘It 
is theirs as well as ours; and our brethren say, ‘‘We are 
going to build.” Thus stands from November to October, a 
- monument of this truth, that a kingdom divided against itself 
_ must come to desolation, the house of prayer claimed by 
_ the professors of our religion in a region of country some- 
times not less than five miles square! I speak not of any 
such house in particular. Innumerable instances might be. 


APOSTATIZING CHURCHES. | 
_ This state of things touching the meeting house, if it does 
not give birth to, it at least cherishes a most irreligious order 
of things that seldom fails at least to bring ruin upon the | 

several parties that own it. The Regulars occupy it once a 
-. month, and of course but once a month do these professors 
assemble to wait upon their God in religious worship. The 
Fullenites imitate; and our own brethren too frequently follow 


_ their example. All which is death and destruction to the | “ 


cause of religion in the land; for it gives birth to a looseness 
of thought and behaviour in regard to the vacant Lord’s days 
which occur in the month to each party; that is, in our very 
humble judgment most repugnant to the spirit of our holy 
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religion. It changes the first day of the week into a season 
of feasting and fleshly conversation, the very opposite of all 
that we associate with the day as commemorative of the 
resurrection of the Redeemer. They had, therefore, a thou- 
sand times better resign al] claims to any part or lot in such 
houses and accustom themselves to assemble on the Lord’s | 
day to wait upon God according to hisappointment. W.S. 


NON-PROGRESSIVE CHURCHES. 


_ It is truly discouraging to behold at any time languor and 
decay pervading the ranks of such as have professed the true 
gospel. The fact when it is perceived may well excite 
inquiry among the sincere friends of the: gospel, and make 
them ask, Does this arise from any natural desire to fall away 
on the part of those who are tlins seen to droop and die in 
their holy profession? To me it is most probable that there is 
not a particle of natura: desire or inclination connected with 
the case. It is owing chiefly, I imagine, to the want of 
~ healthy exercise in religious worship. The manners and 
customs of the kingdom are not attended toin such a manner 
as to subdue the heart and keep it subdued. This is the sore 
evilin our ranks. The heart is not kept subdued. There is 
no adequate care bestowed.on this point. The scriptures are 
not taught; this isundeniable. The holy supper is neglected; | 
prayer is utterly forgotten and dropt from the religion of vast 
numbers of the brethren; and as for psalmody it has failed to 
delight, our pious and singing parties that fifteen and twenty 
years ago used to sit till what was called Baptist bedtime have 
in whole regions of country wholly disappeared. There is 
comparatively among such people no intelligenee as respects — 
music and psalmody. The young converts which are being 
brought in among us daily are delighted with no novelty in. 
regard to these things; the stale dittos of the assembly and 
_ the scanty resources of their own memory are soon exhausted, 
and their devotion dies. They then worship mechanically, 
and finally do not worship at all. | } 
The person among us who does not see these things must 


"be consummately blind; let such a one walk through the 


churches to see what is wanting, and what requires to be set . 
in order; and :f after this he throws a single block in the way 
of those who would buiid up such a ruinous state of things 
he must be more than blind; he must be wicked. In psalmody 
I argue not for reformation. There must be a positive, an 
affirmative effort on the part of the churches to improve in 
this and in all other matters. The converts at present are 
introduced into churches that are stationary, stagnant, non- 
progressive. A man had better be the father of one church 
with the principles of progressive improvement operating in - 
it than of a thousand without this, 
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USELESS SHEPHERD. | 

The dead, stagnant, and non-progressive portion of our 
churches who stand still when every thing calls upon them 
to go forward, and who affect the quietude of perfection when- 
all admits of endless improvement, are sometimes most un- 
fortunate in setting over themselves shepherds who have no 
more taste for improvements than Hottentots. This is another. 
horrible cause of defection in our ranks. Ido not believe in ~ 
any natural desire on the part of the brethren to apostatize. 
There is a cause for every thing and the causes of things 
should be sought for and understood. These Bishops have 
wrong views of Christianity. They conceive of it as some- 
- thing that is as stationary, immoveable, and perfect in the 

gh wend as it isin the pages of the New Testament. They 
do know that the theory is perfect and the practice of it pro- 
gressive. They never dream of it as being in the soulof mana 
constant succession of excitements, life, motion, activity, 
progression. The hope to reap righteousness from the field 
which has been committed to their care without sowing it 
duly and daily. They would pull without planting, and drink 
milk from the flock because they salt it, rather than feed it; 
they encourage the people in their criminal apathy, and have 
not the courage and fidelity to reprove sin. 

The management ofea Society consists in the simple art of 

keeping it in a state pf pleasing and healthy progression to- 
- wards perfection in each and every ordinance of God whether 
moral or positive. The man who would have his flock grow 
and thrive must still have in reserve some fresh pleasure and 
be prepared to hand out this on every proper occasion. He 
must be inventive. He must be a man of resources; a man 
of ways and means, with wit to plan and vigor to execute. 
‘He must not fear man. He must not be a lady—a lady Bishop, 
timid, apprehensive, fearful; neither must he be rash, rude, 
or too confident. He must be the Bishop of the New Testa- 


NON-WORSHIP FAMILIES. 


The practice of calling upon God night and morning in 
their families, is awfully neglected by parents and the heads 
of houses. There are thousands who never think of such a 
matter, and this is not the worst of it. There are professing 
populations of one thousand in which there is nota family 


that calls upon God night and morning. This mattermust no 


longer be slurred over. The disciples themselves require to 
be reformed. The true gospel is abused by such a profession 
of it. Such people trample its divine h 

feet. It is pressed down to the ground. Christ Jesus is put 
to an open shame by such professors. The Bible is of course 


onors under their 
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seldom and in some instances never read in such houses and 
‘Now we entreat our brethren to reform and pursue the 
things, and manners, and customs, that make for their perfec- ~ 
tion in their most holy profession, Let us be a prayerful and 
_ praying people; let us be full of the spirit of praise. We beg 
our readers not to deceive their own souls and to make a 
barren and unfruitful profession of the gospel of Chriet. If 
you wilkreturn, God will heal your backsliding and love you 
freely; he will take away your iniquities and receive you 
graciously. He will be as the dew to Israel; he shall grow as 
the lilly and cast forth his roots as Lebanon; they who dwell 
under his shadow shall return to God; they shall revive as the 
corn and grow as the vine; the odor thereof shall be as the 
wine of Lebanon. 


NON-PRAYING PROFESSORS. 

Reader, were you ever closeted with your heavenly father 
in the days of yourlifet Do you know what your Redeemer 
means when he says to you, ‘*But thou, when thou prayest, 
go into thy closet; and having shut the door, pray to thy 
heavenly father in secret, and your heavenly father, to whom © 
nothing issecret, will himself reward you publicly.” A non- 
praying disciple is a graceless one; and this seldom or never 
fails to appear openly.at last; but show me the devout, the 
humble soul that walks with God and seeks daily to the throne 
of grace, and I will show you a man only rewarded by God 
the Father for his piety. I am always afraid to see a graceless 
professor fall out with a prayerful one; for I look upon it as a 
certain precursor of the fall of said prayerless person—a crisis 
—the eventful moment when God the husbandman is about 
to lop off the unfruitful branch from the vine and. burn it in 
the fire. Iam the vine; ye are the branches; said ourheavenly — 
Redeemer. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit had -~ 
loppeth off, and every branch in me that beareth fruit he — 
purgeth, that it may bring forth more fruit. In this is my 
Father glorified that ye bear much fruit. We 


BISHOP REFORMER. 
Sir,—In pursuance to your request I send you another ser-. 
mon on the Bishop’s office. 
My position in this discourse is, that the members of the 


——— ___ congregation of the Lord are entitled to.the best teaching gifis 
which they can procure; and that the best teaching gifts are 


better fitted for all purposes of spiritual edification, purifica- 
tion, and comfort, than are those which are the reverse of the 
{ am aware that the truth of this proposition is almost self- 
evident. I am not, therefore, to be understood as presenting 
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' it so much for proof as for illustration; believing that when the 
holy brethren shall examine it, it will so far recommend itself, 
both to their good sense and to their piety, as that they will 

think it worthy of all acceptation. 
_. The members of the congregation of the Lord are entitled to- 

the best teaching gifts which they are able to procure. We 
think ourselves entitled to the best dwelling houses, kitchens,. 
stables, farms, furniture, &c., to the best of doctors, lawyers, 
carpenters, tailors, bootmakers, &c., to the best of every thing 
of a secular or temporary nature, which we can upon honor- 

, able principles procure. Now, why should we not apply the 
same rule to sollnides teachers? Is it that religious teaehing. 
is of less importance than secularconcerns?! Is it more essen-- 
tial that we have a skilful tailor, or mantuamaker to aid us in 
arraying our bodies than a skilful teacher to aid us in putting 
upon our souls the garment of salvation? Is it essential that 
the man who teaches our children should be well versed in the 
sciences which he teaches, and that he should also possess 
the faculty of communicating his knowledge profitably to their 
‘minds, and, yet, that neither depth of knowledge in the Scrip-. 
tures, nor the faculty of profitable communication, is essential © 

to the office of a christian pastor? Is any person prepared to | 

_ .. ° hegative this proposition? — If then, it is true, it follows irre- 

sistibly, that the man, whether he be a non-teaching or a 
teaching bishop, or an unofficial individual, who opposes either 
directly or indirectly, the appropriation on the part of any con- 


- 


- gregation, of the best’ teaching gifts which it can procure, 
opposes the order of heaven and the sacred rights of the holy 
brotherhood. 


It isa melancholy fact, that in all ages of the world the 
stomach and exterior of the outer man have, in a large majority 
of instances, engrossed vastly more of the attention and labor | 

- ~*~ of our race, than have the inner man, and all the momentous 
concerns of religion and eternity! Evenin things which per- 
tain to the intellect, and in which the moral powers are not 
involved, we see but little general interest compared to that 
which pertains to the gratifications of the ouler man. Hence 
the endless legislative harangues and newspaper essays con- 
cerning banks, railroads, turnpikes, mortar, bricks, and stone, 
. tie and the little that is said on the subject of education. The 
presumption seems to be, that it is better to ride upon a turn- 
pike, or in a car, with a head as empty as a drum, than with» 
‘the wisdom of a Newton or a Solomon, to travel a common 
road! Hence also the magnificent mansions in many parts of 
the country,—and the ‘* shanty” meeting houses, and tha 


school-houses ecarcely fit for a stable!! Butadd the moral to 


the intellectual powers—bring religion, as well as mental en- 
dowments, into the account, and it is most obvious that the 
general indisposition is much increased. Hence, although. 
most people aim to cultivate, to a certain extent, generally 
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through motives of secular interest we presume—the intellec- 
tual powers of their children, how few bring them up in ‘‘the 
nurture and admonition of the Lard.”? Indeed, there is noth- 
« ing more apparent than that witha large number of religious 
people, religion is but a secondary consideration: it is com- 
pelled, in innumerable instances, to succumb to our most 
trifling woridly and carnal interests. Hence you will hear a 
great multitude pleading that they have not time to read the 
bible; that they have not capacity for family instruction and 
worship. These also go to meeting when 11 is convenient; that 
is, When some secular interest does not prevent! By all 
which, it appears that, with great numbers of religionists, 
religion, though unquestionably a pearl of infinite price, is but " 
a poor secondary thing!! 
Thus it is, that though our cook, and confectioner, and 
_ baker must be skilful in their, respective departments, it mat- 
. ‘ters not whether the man who dispenses to us Spiritual things 
be a man of skill in his profession or not. The ‘doctor, 
who administers to our body, must be a man profound in 
_medical science; but a theological quack will suffice for the 
maladies of the soul! The lawyer who pleads our cause must 
bea man ofscience and eloquence, though there be nothing at 


stake but some paltry sum or temporary consideration; butthe  _- 


man who pleads for our souls, who pleads with perishing sin- 
ners for their salvation—a mere novice is adequate to this task! 
Is it sot Then, I say again, religion is treated as if it were a 
poor secondary interest! I protest against this earthtorn dese- 
cration of heaven’s sacred institutions. I plead that religion 
should be the chief concern, the vital, the all-absorbing inte- 
rest! And that, consequently, in respect to our teachers, as 
well as in respect to the whole of our deportment, our motto 
ought to be, onwarD and upward to perfection. 
et this order once obtain and we shall no more, in any of ~ 
the churches, hear the following language:—‘*We know we 
have no persons among us who have the qualifications for the 
Bishop’s office, required by Paul’! Well, what of that? 
‘‘Why, we must make Bishops of such materials as we have, 
whether they have the qualifications or not”! Indeed! in- 
deed!!'| And you are bookmen too!! Paul says they musT 
have the qualifications—every one of the qualifications!!! Who 
art thou, O man, that repliest against Christ’s apostle? No 
‘Sirs! let your aspirants for office go to work and qualify them- 
selves. The obtaining the qualifications required by the. 
apostle is their first work. But if they do not their first work, 
_ I have but little faith in their performing the second! = = = 
| ip reference to the second part of our proposition—-7' 
utility of possessing the bést teaching gifls. 1 have sometimes. 
presented the question tomy own mind in the following points 
of light:—suppose that every congregation had a teacher, or 
even teachers, as eloquent and as devoted as was Paul the 
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apostle! Would not.the beneficial result be vastly superior to 
those which connect themselves with. our present order?— 
None but those who dread an eclipse, can, it seems to me, 
answer in the negative! In the supposed case, on every 
~Lord’s day, the pure truth would be presented in its native 
and heavenly power; and would produee 4 beneficial effect in 
the ratio of the purity and power in which it should be. pre- 
sented. This presentation of truth, instead of repelling peo- 
ple, as they are usually repelled by incompetent teachers, 
would prove a powerful attraction both to saints and sifiners, 
bringing them not only under the power of the teaching, but 
under the influence also of all the ordinances of the house of 
the Lord. This would greatly counteract the habit of visiting 
on the Lord’s d»y—and of absenting ourselves from the house 
of God. And it would save the elders from a thousand bad 
feelings, on account of thinking themselves neglected by the 
people—and the people it would save from many a scolding 
given them by incompetent elders. And how many might it 
revent trom apostacy? How many might it reclaim from sin? 
f there is virtue in having the truth ably taught once a month, 
would there not be greater virtue, I mean would not greater 
good result, from having it ably taught on every first day of 
the week? This I believe to have been the primitive practice. 
But my sheet is full. 
Yours in the blessed hope. 


‘ | 
«EPHESUS AND ITS VICINITY. 


We have been favored with the following extract of x 
letter, which speaks for itself, without further introduction. — 


‘‘At Ephesus our stay was brief. Perhaps we shall see it — 
again on our return. Theruins are vast. The theatre into 
which the people rushed ‘‘with one accord,’”? when excited 
against Paul by the cupidity of asilversmith, 1s still to be seen 
in tolerable perfection. Some of the pavement stones of the 
street passing by it, and through which the mob must have 

run, yet retain their places. Of the temple of Diana, not a 
stone remains, at Jeast in its original place, all having been 
removed to be employed in the erection of churches and 
mosques elsewhere, or having been buried in the marshy sod 
on which it was built. Outside of the city one yet sees mul- 
titudes of ruined tombs, in which the ancient Ephesians de- 
posited their dead. Ephesus is a complete desolation. Not a 
_ soul inhabits it. The harbor in which vessels once rode at 
_ anchor, has been filled up by the earth brought down by the ~ 
river Cayster, and the three miles between it and the sea is a 
vast swamp, whose pestiferous exhalations render it an unfit — 
situation for the abode of man. | ; | 
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_ Ephesus is 38 or 40 miles from Smyrna, in a 8. S. easterly 
direction. From E., stopping awhile at Scala Nova, as al- 
ready mentioned, and at Kali est, a Greek village in the vast 
plain of the Meander, near which are the ruins of the ancient 

city Priene, we came on to Miletus, where: Paul stopped on 

his way from Macedonia to Judea, and whence he sent for 

the elders of the Ephesian church. The principal ruins at 

“M. are those of a theatre, said to have been one of the largest’ 

in ancient times. It was with feelings of peculiar interest 

that I read over there the affecting address of the Apostle to 

the Ephesian elders. Leaving Miletus we passed on, course 
south, to leronda, anciently called Branchide, where we saw 

the ruins of an immense temple once dedicated to Apollo. | 
Three columns are standing yet,. each 63 feet in height and 
6 1-2 in diameter. From leronda we came overa stormy sea 

and in an open boat, 45 miles, to Patmos, where we arrived 
yesterday about midday. 

_ There is nospot in this interesting part of the world, always 
excepting Jerusalem, and some places in Palestine, which I 
have had a greater desire to visit than this island. It was 
here that the beloved John, as he tells us himself, was ban-- 
ished ‘‘for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.”? And it was here that he had those visions of the 
Lord, in which he saw thechurch in all her various phases of = += . 
sorrow and of joy, down to her millennial triumph on earth, | 
and her full and final triumph in heaven. 

Patmos, called generally Patimos, is a barren spot. It is 
from four to six. miles in length, and on an average one or 
one and a half in breadth, making an elbow nearthe middle, 
and consists for the most part of rocky mountains, evidently 
of volcanic origin. By the aid of terraces, a very smali por- 
tion of it is cultivated, not sufficient however, to supply the 
wants of one eighth of the inhabitants, who number aoout 
3000. The men are principally seamen, who find employ- 
ment elsewhere, but leave their families on the island. The 
larger village, for there are but two, is situated on one of the 
highest parts of the mountain, and commands a fine view of | 
the sea, and islands, and continent. In the midst of this 
village, a huge monastery, built by Alexius-Comrenus, one of 
the Greek emperors, towers above the other dwellings, and 
appears far more like a castle than the abode of professedly 
holy men. The monastery contains 35 or 40 monks, ignorant 
and idle, a library of considerabie value, and a small chapel 
full of idolatrous pictures. Among other manuscripts in the 
_ library, we saw one of the book of Job on parchment, with 
annotations and pictures, explanatory of the different condi- | 
tions in which ;that good man is represented to have been | 
during his season of trial. This manuscript had its existence 
probably in the fifth or sixth century. The people of the 
island are superstitious to the last degree. Indeed, were it 
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not for their superstitious reverence for the place where John 
wrote the Apocalypse, it is doubtful whether a single inhabi- 
tant would remain. When John was banished here by 
Domitian, it is probable that the island was uninhabited or 
nearly so. ee 
We know that John lived and wrote in Patmos. About 
midway between the coast and thé village on the mountain 1s 
a natural cave, which tradition says is the very-spot where he 
saw the Lord in vision. Itis a mostsolitary place. On tne 
right, on the left, and in the rear to the south, are high and > 
craggy mountains. To the north is a confined view of the 
sea and a few acres of arable land along the shore. Whether 
this be the precise spot of the revelation, or not, I cannot tell. 
- It is, atleast, probable. If the island was at that time without 
inhabitants, this was almost the only spot that could have 
afforded the banished disciple a shelter. A little church has 
been erected against the side of the hillin such a manner that 
- the cave forms a part of the church itself. Superstition has 
4 filled it with idolatrous pictures. I was deeply interested and 
affected, however, in seeing an extract, neatly copied in an- 
cient Greek, hanging against the wall, containing several 
verses of the Ist c. of Rev. beginning with the 9th verse— 
‘‘f, John, who also am your brother and companion in tribula- 
tion,” &e. | 
_ My very dear brother, I feel that am on consecrated ground. 
It was, at the farthest, near the place where I am now writing, 
‘that the voice of the Lord Jesus was heard, ‘‘as the sound of 
many waters,” proclaiming ‘*] am the Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last.’? ‘‘Il am he that liveth and was dead; and 
behold, I am alive forever more, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death.”’* ‘*Arise ye dead and come to judgment.” 
O, that you and I may be prepared for thissummons. Then 
oe shall we be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
| air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” : 


a 


Georgelown, March 24, 1840. 
Beloved brother Scott,—I have just reached home from a 
tour of ten days at Cynthiana, about 20 miles distant. The 
cause has been rather languishing at that place, owing toa 
lack of Evangelists and Bishops. At distant intervals several 
have been added to the congregation within a year or two 
ne. The congregation is composed of valuable members, 
ut they are principally females. After hard labor I succeeded 
in obtaining eight confessions and immersions, and seven more 
additions. The accessions were acknowledged on all hands 
to oe valuable and worthy. Amongst those immersed was an 
~ aged patriarch of 73. His tall and venerable appearance, to-. 
gether with his silver locks and. well-earned integrity gave 
peculiar interest to the scene. The prospects are most favor-' 
able for many more additions; and I expect to return in a-few | 
days. Our Methodist friends permitted us to oceupy their — 
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house until their meeting commenced. This is a liberality 
which is seldom granted. Our worthy brother Irvin was with 
me a few days before the close of the meeting. : 
May grace, mercy and pee multiplied to you through 
the knowledge of God and of JesusourLord. Amen. | 


___ QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


From J. Reed, Baltimore. 
1. Were the Baptisms of John, and of Jesus, the same? If 
not, wherein did they differ? 


Answer. I think they were not the same. They differed 
in this, that the one was an ordinance introduced by aservant 
of God, namelv, John: the other wasintroduced and adminis- 
tered by the Son of God, namely, our Lord Jesus Christ. The 


one is accordingly called ‘‘John’s Baptism.” The other is of | 


course ‘‘Christ’s baptism.” But again, they differed in this 
also, that while both of them had appended the remission of 
sins, one baptism was administered for the holy spirit also. 
Accordingly such as had received John’s baptism’ were re- 
baptized into the name of Christ with a reference to the recep- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. See Acts xix. | 
From W. Crawford. - 

Has an overseer a right to resign his office when he pleases? 
Or when his decision is made null and void by the church? 

Beloved brother:—To these questions the scriptures afford 
no direct answer. 


YOUNG LADIES’ MUSEUM. 


Edited by the young ladies of the Femate Collegiate Insti- — 


tute, Georgetown, Ky. The February No. of this beautiful 
periodical is just come to hand. We wish great success to its 
youthful and fair conductresses, and we commend the paper 
to our readers and the public for patronage, not on their account 
merely, nor because oi its beauty and cheapness merely, but 


on account of the intrinsic value of its contents, and finally, © 


because of the noble end at which it aims, namely: the awa- 
_kening of the public mind to the subject of female influence 
in society and of the importance of the culture and education 
of our daughters. | W.Scorr. 


There is to be a great meeting at Harrodsburgh, Mercer co. 
Ky. on the third Lord’s day of May ensuing, at which all the 
laboring brethren in the adjoining regions are expected to at- 
tend. W.S. 


____ The churches of Hamilton and the adjoining counties are to’ 

meet by their messengers in a few weeks at Carthage, the day — 
to be made known, in order to provide for the spread of the 
gospel and the furtherance of the cause in these penne 
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RECEIPTS. ~ > 


Paid by Ephraim Smith, U. U. Roberts, vol 8, Dr W. R. Irwin, vol 8, 
and N. A. Rhodes for vols 7 and 8, all of Irwington, S. C. also Alexander 
Nicholls, of Evergreen, and Daniel Hook, of Louisville, S. C. John Shaw, 
Perrin’s Mills,O. paid vols 72nd 8; Miss Lydia Nye and Phebe Davis, 
Chaunev P; O. paid vol 8; Mary Jones, Salisbury, Meigs co. Ohio, paid 
1840; George Seabottle, paid vol 6 and 7, and J. W. Smyser, paid vol 7, 
Newburg Ky. C. O. Alden, W. Church, and D. M. Skinner, Petersburgh, _ : 
Ky. paid vol 8; John Snyder, and John Carr, Brownsboro Ky. paid 1839; 
Maj. Brackenridge, Harrison la. paid 1839; Miram Sackett, Orsmus || [oa 
Dean, Canfield O. paid 1840; Coleman Graves, paid to Dr. Harrison, ° 
Athens Ky. $1 09 for 1840; James McCash, paid 1840, Carthage Ohio; 

-George McCleary, Thomas Hazleton, B. Hall, Robert McCleary, and 
Hugh McCleary, Sharon, Mercer co. Pa. paid 1839; Samuel Walker, — 
Milton, Waye co. Ta. paid 1849; Mrs. Mary Dewees and Mary Daul- 
ton, Maysville, Ky. paid 1839; Etc. Thos. M. Allen, Isaac Williams, . 
and Stephen Bedford, Columbia, Boons co. Mo. naid vol 8, by John G, 
Ellis; Andrew Donogh, Cin. O. paid 1840; J. R. Lamson, Centreville, 
Ta. paid vols 7 and W. Z. Thompson, Donnerail, Fayette co. 
paid 1839-40; Dr. B..L. De’Spain, Jackson, Miss. paid 1840; Herndon 
Frazer, paid $2 09 for Gospel Restored, by Martin Slaughter; Martin 
Slaughter, Georgetown, Ky. paid 1849; S. A. Elkin, paid 39-40; 
Edward Campbell, and T. H. Price, Hopkinsville Ky. paid for 1840;_ 
T. F. Johnson, Georgetown Ky. paid 1839; A. Rosel, brother Mooreg . 
-Staney Grimes, Lewis Grimes, 2. Potndexter, Thomas Faulconer and 
Ratcliff Fisher, Athens Ky. paid vol, 8; Thomas Richardson and Esq. 
Elmore, Richmond Ky. paid 1849; Elder Elfiott, Franklin N. paid |} 
1839-49: Mrs, Bickham, Cincinnati O. paid 1839; Gerogs Rice, do. 
- paid 1833-39; Joseph Harbort, Conaallsville, Pa. paid vol. 8; Thomas J. 
Latham, Mr. M. J. W. Burgess, Pantego N. C. paid 1840; James_ 
McCord, Georgs Tait, Cincinnati O. paid 1839; brother Jones, Carthage 
Ohio paid 1849; Andrew Jackson, Cheviot O. paid vol. 8; Jonas Yoder, 
Utica Ia. prid 1839; John H. Harrison, Vienna Ta. paid Gospel Re- 
stored and Evangelist, 1837-38; Jos! Collins, Oxford Ohio paid 1840; | 
G.. Forward paid 1839, Wm. Filson, 1839-40, and Miller Tretdweliy | 
paid 1840, Somerset Pa. and Hermon Husband, Centreville Pa. all paid 
by brother W. H. Postlethwait; Lydia Nye and Phebe Davis, Chauncy 
P. O. O. paid 1839 by Jewell Davis, Salisbury, P.O.; D. Milton, Z. 
Grew, John Hodgss, Samuel Brown, Mrs. E. Gore, and brother H. Ed- 
wards, pa'd 1833-39, and Wm. Kahn, paid 1833-39-49, Bloomfield, 
Ky. and Wader E. Brown, Dublin Ky. paid 1838-39, by Haden Edwards. 


NEW AGENTS. 


f fee | Brother Frank, Maysville, Mason co. Ky. 
| Brother Wainwright, Paris, Ky. | 
| Benjamin Fennell, Georgetown, Scott co. Ky. 


EVANGELIST. 


We are happy again to recoznize the attention of the 
brethren tothe interests of the Evangelist. Numerous sub- 
scribers have responded to our call and have each sent us one © 
name. Willall our subscribers please to doso? All business § 


~ and letters on business will be carefully attended to by A 
| ~~ Joun..P, Scott. 
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